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Thanksgiving dinner at CUMC
 Cassopolis United Methodist Church 
will host a free Thanksgiving Dinner on 
November 28 at 1 pm. All are invited. 
PLEASE call your reservation into 
CUMC at 445-3107 by November 26.  

Potpourri bazaar at St. Paul's
 St. Paul Lutheran Ladies Circle of 
Cassopolis will host their Annual Holiday 
Potpourri Bazaar on Saturday, November 
9, from 9 am - 2 pm.  The bazaar will fea-
ture area crafters, a bake sale, used book 
sale, ‘white reindeer table’ and the 'best 
lunch' in town, carry outs will be avail-
able.  No admission fee.
 St. Paul Lutheran Church is located 
at 305 West State Street in Cassopolis.  

Miracle on South Division Street
 The Beckwith Theatre Company will 

present the play Miracle on South 
Division Street  on November 8 and 9 at 
7:30 pm and November 10 at 2 pm
 Beckwith Theatre Company is locat-
ed at 100 New York Ave in Dowagiac.
Tickets are $15 (reserve online at www.
beckwiththeatre.com/box-office)
 The show is sponsored by Hales 
Hardware and Deck the Halls. Miracle 
on South Division Street is produced by a 
special arrangement with Dramatists 
Play Service. For more information email 
BeckwithTheatreMI@gmail.com, phone 
782-7653 or visit www.beckwiththeatre.
com. 

Toys, ornaments at museum
 Christmas in Toyland is the 2024 
holiday display at the Edwardsburg Area 
Historical Museum from Nov. 5 to Dec. 
14, when the museum closes for the sea-

son until May 2025. Also, this year, a 
remembrance tree will grace the muse-
um’s main porch. For those who savor 
vintage toys, there will be train sets, 
large nutcrackers, and games. 
 Personalized ornaments to remem-
ber loved ones can be purchased for $5 
each until Nov. 18 during museum hours, 
from 1 to 4 pm Tuesdays through 
Fridays, and 11 am to 2 pm on 
Saturdays.

Dowagiac Christmas Open House 
Weekend & Theta Mu Craft Show
 The Dowagiac Christmas Open 
House Weekend will be November 14 - 16 
from 10 am - 5 pm.  Shopkeepers offer 
special activities and cheer as they pres-
ent their finest in holiday merchandise 
during Christmas Open House Weekend,  
Ascension Borgess-Lee Hospital and the 

Chamber will host the Dowagiac 
Christmas Celebration. Enjoy the relaxed 
pace of holiday shopping, the way it used 
to be.  
 Additionally, Theta Mu hosts their 
annual craft show at Dowagiac Middle 
School Saturday from 9 am to 3 pm. 

Christmas program planned
 A Christmas by Candlelight program 
is planned on Monday, December 2 at 6 
pm at the Cassopolis United Methodist 
Church featuring Tom and Forrest 
Miesse Their music includes piano, vio-
lin, guitar and voice, and together with 
their three children, they are frequently 
invited to perform at local church ser-
vices of worship and other special pro-
grams.

Regional NewsRegional News

EASY LEVELTM 
SYSTEM 

 ON DOCKS

EASY LEVELTM 
SYSTEM 

 ON LIFTS

CASSOPOLIS, MI 
269.233.2222
pierperfection.com

I
N

C
.PIER

PERFECTION

269-445-3801
23770 Hospital St.
Cassopolis, MI 49031

www.ccmcf.org

NOW ACCEPTING NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!NEW PATIENTS!

Call Rie or Matt for information 
or an appointment

269-445-3801

Patient-Centered, Individualized Care - Patient-Centered, Individualized Care - CLOSE TO HOMECLOSE TO HOME!!
Physical TherapyPhysical Therapy
Occupational TherapyOccupational Therapy
Speech TherapySpeech Therapy
All Age GroupsAll Age Groups
Most Insurance AcceptedMost Insurance Accepted

Conveniently located at the Cass County Medical Care Facility, 23770 Hospital St., Cassopolis 269-445-3801 Casscountyoutpatienttherapy.org
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Regional CalendarRegional Calendar
AREA EVENTSAREA EVENTS

NOV. 9 - Annual Holiday Potpourri Bazaar, St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 305 W. State St., Cassopolis, 
9 am - 2 pm. 782-7484

NOV. 8-10 - Miracle on South Division Street, 
Beckwith Theatre, 100 New York Ave., Dowagiac. 
Shows at 7:30 pm Friday and Saturday, 10 am and 2 
pm Sunday.  $15. www.beckwiththeatre.com/box-of-
fice.

NOV. 14-16 - Dowagiac Christmas Open House 
Weekend & Theta Mu Craft Show; open house 10 
am - 5 pm, craft show Saturday, 9 am - 3 pm

NOV. 28 - Thanksgiving Dinner, Cassopolis United 
Methodist Church, 1 pm, reserve at 445-3107

NOV. 30 - Small Business Saturday, Dowagiac

DEC. 2 - Christmas by Candlelight, Cass United 

Methodist Church, Cassopolis, 6 pm

DEC. 7 - Christmas in Cassopolis

CASS DISTRICT LIBRARY CASS DISTRICT LIBRARY 
*REGISTRATION REQUIRED

T’AI CHI WITH ALYSE KNEPPLE, MASON/
UNION BRANCH, MONDAYS: 11 am. Alyse will offer 
a free introductory class, followed by four weekly 
classes which will cost $40.
.
CARDIO DRUMMING*, HOWARD 
BRANCH, MONDAYS: 6pm. This program is free, but 
a gratuity of $5 is encouraged for but not required. 
Call Howard Branch Manager Rhonda at 269-487-
9214 to register.

MEDICARE SEMINAR, MAIN BRANCH, 
NOVEMBER 6: 3-4:30 pm. 

DINO-VEMBER PAJAMA 
STORYTIME*, Children are welcome to wear 
their favorite dinosaur shirt, costume, or pajamas to 
this special evening story time. Call 269-487-9215 to 
register. 

DIY COFFEE SUGAR SCRUB 
CUBES*, HOWARD BRANCH, NOVEMBER 7: 
5- 6:30 pm. Reserve by calling 269-487-9214.

STORYWALK WEEK, ALL BRANCHES
NOVEMBER 11 - 16. Be sure to check in at the circu-
lation desk for a special treat coupon for Culver’s for 
participating!

TEEN MAKER MONDAY, 
EDWARDSBURG BRANCH, NOVEMBER 11: 2:30 
pm, for ages 12-18. 

GIVE THANKS WREATH, MASON/
UNION BRANCH, NOVEMBER 11 - 14 & 16: DAILY 

BRANCH HOURS. The whole family can take part in 
this holiday decoration. Create at the library or take 
home and make, the option is yours! Give Thanks 
Wreath is available while supplies last.

THE HISTORY OF MICHIGAN 
CARNEGIE LIBRARIES*, LOCAL 
HISTORY BRANCH, NOVEMBER 12: 1 pm. 
Registration for this event is required, call the Local 
History Branch at 269-357-7823 to register.

ADULT CRAFT CLUB: LEAF 
CANDLE HOLDER*, MAIN BRANCH, 
NOVEMBER 13: 1 pm. This month make a luminary 
out of jars and other simple craft materials. All sup-
plies will be provided. Registration required, call 
Stephanie Knepple at 269-749-1384 to register.

HOMESCHOOL HANGOUT, 
EDWARDSBURG BRANCH, NOVEMBER 18: 1 pm. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

EXPERIENCE
for today's market

JAN LAZZARA
RE/MAX 100 

& BY THE LAKE

574.532.8001
JANLAZARRA.COM

LICENSED IN 
INDIANA & MICHIGAN
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Business & FinanceBusiness & Finance
Evolving insurance: Learning from the past to shape the future

By KERRY DAVIS
Kemner Iott Benz, Acrisure Partner

The commercial insurance 
landscape is ever evolving, 
influenced by historical 
events, technological 

advancements, and emerging risks. By 
examining past lessons, businesses can 
better navigate the complexities of 
today's insurance market and prepare 
for future challenges.
 No one is perfect. Not only is no one 
person perfect, but insurance is also 
not perfect. What we can all do to 
become better and grow is to learn 
from the past. Our history has shaped 
us into who we are. In the insurance 
industry, the past holds a key in shap-
ing how insurance looks today. 
 Insurance started in London in the 
1600’s, where the first fire insurance 
company was established. The Great 
Fire of London taught the importance 
of comprehensive fire insurance and 
having building codes. Hurricane 
Katrina highlighted the need for ade-
quate natural disaster coverage. From 
that, we learned the significance of 
flood insurance. After the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, insurance added the option of 
terrorism coverage. And most recently, 
COVID exposed the limitations of busi-
ness interruption insurance and we 
realized the need for policy innovations 
to cover emerging risks.
 Because of these events, along with 
many others, the insurance industry 

has had to evolve with the changing 
times. Business interruption is now a 
more common coverage, but at one 
time there was nothing that would 
cover loss of income for businesses due 
to disasters. Cyber insurance is obvi-
ously a newer insurance need, with so 
much information on the internet that 
needs protection. Hybrid work environ-
ments have also created some insur-
ance challenges recently.
 Not only have the insurance policies 

evolved, but risk management at the 
business level has adapted as well. 
Safety training, disaster preparedness 
and cybersecurity measures are being 
implemented across all types of busi-
nesses. Technology has helped in many 
companies to keep records and data 
more up to date and easily accessible. 
 Regularly reviewing and updating 
insurance policies as necessary to cover 
current and emerging risks is becoming 
a normal procedure for many compa-

nies. Meeting with your agent or insur-
ance representative is an important 
part of protecting your assets.
 Understanding and applying histor-
ical lessons in commercial insurance 
allows businesses to make informed 
decisions, enhance their risk manage-
ment strategies, and be better prepared 
for future challenges. By learning from 
the past, we can shape a more resilient 
and secure future in the ever-changing 
world of commercial insurance.

Neighbors
Now in our 21Now in our 21stst year serving Cass County.  year serving Cass County. 

Neighbors is delivered to homes on 22 lakes in Cass 
County and available at over 100 businesses around the 
area.  Neighbors is published for nine months per year, 
from March thru November.  Distribution is usually first 

Wednesday of the month, and closing for ads and content 
is the third Friday preceding month of publication

For information on advertising
Contact Fred Stein

269-228-1080269-228-1080
email: Brazilstein@gmail.com

http://www.cassneighbors.com

Open to ages 5-12. All materials will be provided. 

SAVAGE READERS BOOK CLUB, 
SAVAGE BEAN COFFEE CO., NOVEMBER 19: 10 
am. Contact Stephanie Knepple at 269-749-1384 for 
more details and the current month title.

TEEN FANDOM, EDWARDSBURG BRANCH, 
NOVEMBER 20: 2:30 pm. Intended for ages 12 to 
18.

VILLAGE BOOK CLUB, EDWARDSBURG 
BRANCH, NOVEMBER 21: 5:30 pm. Contact Molly 
Harwood at 574-314-6454 for more details. 

EVENING PAJAMA STORYTIME, 
HOWARD BRANCH, NOVEMBER 21: 6:30 pm. 
Pajamas are highly encouraged!

CHIPS AND A CHAPTER, HOWARD 
BRANCH, NOVEMBER 26: 4-4:30 pm. Intended for 
ages 8-12.

STORYTIMES: Howard Branch: Tuesdays @ 
11 am – Year-Round; Edwardsburg Branch: Tuesdays 
@ 11 am – Sept 3. -  Nov 19; Mason/Union Branch: 
Wednesdays @ 10 am – Sept 4 – Nov 20; Main 
Branch: Thursdays @ 11 am – Year-Round

MARCELLUSMARCELLUS Township  Township 
Wood Memorial Library Wood Memorial Library 

To see the upcoming events for November please 
visit the library's website at: https://www.mar-
cellus.michlibrary.org/

DOWAGIACDOWAGIAC District Library  District Library 

TEEN MATINEE MONDAY, MONDAYS 
3-5 pm, for teens 13 through 18 years old.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME. TUESDAYS: 

10:30-11:30 am., geared toward children 3-5 years.

TEEN TUESDAY. Nov 5, 12, 19, & 26), 3-4 
pm, for teens 13 through 18 .
S.T.E.A.M FOR TWEENS. Nov 6 & 20, 4 
pm for ages 8-12, register by calling 269-782-3826 or 
email (att: Pam) at dowagiaclibrarystaff@gmail.com.

YOGA AT THE LIBRARY, Nov 2, 9:30-
10:30 am. 

MAKE & SHARE COOKBOOK 
CLUB, Nov 7, 5:30-6:30 pm. 

LITTLE BEAKERS, Nov 9, 11-12 pm, for 
ages 4-7 

JIGSAW PUZZLE SWAP, Nov 14, 5-7 pm. 
Drop your gently used jigsaw puzzles from Nov. 4-8 at 
the library and you will receive a ticket to redeem on 
Nov. 14 from 5-7pm . Puzzles must have all pieces. 

HEATED TROPES ROMANCE 
READERS BOOK CLUB, Nov 21, 5-6 pm. 

THE CLASSICS BOOK CLUB, Nov 26, 
5-6 pm. 

TBR BOOK CLUB FOR TEENS, Nov 
27, 3-4 pm. For 13-18 

ADVENTURES IN BOOKLAND 
BOOK CLUB FOR KIDS, Nov 27, 4-5 pm. 
For kids 6-8 years

THE INKWELL EXPLORERS BOOK 
CLUB FOR TWEENS, Nov 29, 4-5pm, for 
tweens 9-12 years

For a complete list and description of events visit the 
library's website at https://www.dowagiac-
dl.org/events

REGIONAL CALENDAR
Continued from previous page

Ask us about:
 Personal & Business Insurance
 Health Insurance
 Auto Insurance
 Life Insurance
 Bonds


269-445-2425 | 800-228-7855 | kemneriottbenz.com

Knowing is...a Strong Foundation

We Know Insurance.
You Know Us.
Let’s Talk.

Patti Badner
Account Executive

Kemner Iott Benz, Acrisure Partner
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 Lake Life  Lake Life 
 with Jane with Jane A two-holiday mashup
Hello Neighbors! Even 

though it's only November 
1st and we're still raking 
up those leaves and storing 
the garden tools away, 

some of us are already getting our luck in 
a row for Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  
Yes, Christmas!!  I've learned through 
trial and error that even with having a 
basic list that rarely changes from year to 
year, something usually goes awry at the 
last minute.  And all those brilliant ideas 
or crafts you plan with the grandkids, 
sadly you're chomping at the bit and have 
to let it go, or you plod your way through 
it and you sense your little angels know 
how flustered you are. And it always sad-
dens me to hear people say that they no 
longer send out holiday cards.  It's like not 
watching Miracle on 34th Street five or six 
times in December.  Or not eating the 
candy canes off the Christmas tree.  In my 
case I have only missed sending out cards 
because I've run out of time, literally, they 
would have arrived days after the holiday. 
Sometimes I'm writing and stamping and 
only get through my address book so far. 
Nonetheless, whatever I have, they go to 
the post office. Early November is a great 
time to start on that Christmas prep  and 
without getting all Martha Stewartish, get 
going and start several lists, including one 
for those magical little ideas like fairy 
lights in the bathroom, or a surprise trea-
sure hunt in the snow on Christmas Day 
for the adults! I'm of the belief that we can 
get a lot done by chipping away at the 
most important things first, and not hav-
ing the "all or nothing" mindset. Hiding 
inside every perfectionist is a procrastina-
tor.

 A good thing to remember with 
Thanksgiving and Christmas being so 
close together is that you can kill two 
birds with one stone when you shop. Other 
than your fresh items, make a list and get 
everything you need before Thanksgiving. 
The baking aisles will be a mess, through-
out December because everyone starts 
baking.  Grab your canned goods, too.  I'm 
always looking for canned corn, cranberry 
sauce, pumpkin pie filling, and condensed 
milk.  I guess everyone else is, too.  I know 
you don't give a hoot about this so I'll 
move on.  But please, get this stuff now 
and stash it away.  And don't wait for 
sales or mark downs.  It IS on sale.  The 
stores have been pushing it on us since 
Halloween. 
 Lest you think I'm going to give you 
advice for the Twelve Days of Christmas, 
the Thirty Days of November, and the 
Remaining Twelve Days of Christmas, I 
have to move things along.  Leaning 
towards Christmas, take inventory of your 
dishes, napkins and linens, whatever- and 
put together a theme.  I love this part and 
I just happen to have a lot of this stuff 
from all the time I've spent as a lifestyle 
blogger.  I like to mix a little bit of ele-
gance with touches of nature.  My boys 
(who are actually now big 'ol cloddy men),  
refused to use the old estate sale silver I 
had when they were younger, saying it 
was "used by people we didn't know, who 
were probably dead." I reminded them 
they ate in restaurants, didn't they?  I've 
also eliminated a lot of fuss in wrapping 
gifts by using craft paper and nature 
inspired embellishments. I had accumulat-
ed so much wrapping paper over the years 

and would still bring home more every 
time I first went out Christmas shopping, 
it was all just so irresistible!  Now I have a 
little more fun with velvet ribbon, a few 
twigs, or dried lavender from my garden.  
I keep all of my gift boxes, wrapping 
paper, tissue paper, ribbon, bows, and 
odds and ends in a soft fabric clothes ham-
per.  I have a gift box that I store smaller 
items in as well as scissors, tape, pens, 
markers, tags, labels, stickers, etc.,  Never 
fear, you will still lose something.  Most of 
all, have fun.  Involve the family.  Turn on 
some Christmas music and enjoy the time 
you have created by being a little more 
careful in how you do it!

Cranberry Pecan 
Goat Cheese Truffles

 This is a wonderfully festive recipe to 
have on hand for the holiday season.  It 
goes together fairly quick and it's also 
something you can make ahead.  Now, if 
you aren't a fan of goat cheese, fear not!  
You can sub bleu cheese or feta.  
10 oz. goat cheese
6 oz. cream cheese, room temperature
2 t cinnamon
3 T honey, plus extra for drizzling
2 c pecan chips, divided
1 1/2 diced dried cranberries
1 c. fresh parsley
 In a large bowl, beat together the goat 
cheese, cream cheese, cinnamon and 
honey until light and fluffy.  Fold in 3/4 c 
of the pecan chips until combined.  Form it 
into a ball, wrap it up in plastic wrap and 
chill for 15-20 minutes in the fridge.
 Meanwhile, line your countertop with 
parchment paper.  Toss together the 
remaining pecan chips, dried cranberries, 
and fresh parsley in the center, and then 
spread out evenly.  Once the cheese is 
chilled enough to handle without being too 
sticky from the warmth of your hands, 
work it apart from the shape of the ball 
you formed it into, and using a large cook-
ie scoop, form small balls, roll them in the 
pecan, cranberry  mix.  I find this more of 
a "pressing" sort of situation, after the roll, 
either by pressing the cheese ball down on 
the mix, or pinching pieces of nuts or cran-
berries and adding them to bare spots.  
Continue until all the truffles have been 
rolled.  Refrigerate in a covered container 
until ready to serve. Just before serving, 
drizzle with honey. I've also served them 
with a stick pretzel poked in like a tooth-
pick with the honey drizzling down.  Yield: 
18
 Here are some variations to try on for 
size and I have tried a few myself:
 Use any type of soft cheese to blend 
with the cream cheese, but keep in mind 
that the pungency of the goat cheese and 
the substitutions I suggested earlier adapt 
to the spices, almonds and cranberries.  
Once you have the knack for making 
cheese balls, you can come up with some 
great combos.
 I like to make different shapes other 
than these small truffles.  These are bite 
size and elegant on a small tray on a buf-
fet.  I also like to make a cheese log with 
this recipe and serve it with crackers or 
toasted crostini. 
 Just as you might switch up your 
cheeses, come up with your own spices, 
nuts, berries, etc., In this recipe I have 
used Craisins.  You can use all sorts of 
dried herbs in the cheese as well as the 
outer mix.  Remember that you want to 
give it some texture and crunch. Think 

about your menu or the cocktails you're 
serving. Maybe you want something with 
a little kick.  Add some chili pepper to the 
cheese and fresh cilantro in place of the 
parsley.  Serve with tortilla chips.  
  You can make these ahead of time. 
Do not drizzle on the honey until ready to 
serve. 

Puff Pastry Tart 
with Tomatoes & Burrata

 This is another beautiful appetizer for 
your buffet or to serve to your guests in 
larger portions at more intimate holiday 
gatherings.  You'll find many variations on 
this theme; puff pastry, tomatoes and the 
ever more popular use of burrata cheese*.  
I tweaked this version with the use of 
heirloom tomatoes (if you can find them 
this time of year), and some tips on keep-
ing your puff pastry behaving and looking 
like it came out of the kitchen of a French 
restaurant.  Read on!
1 sheet puff pastry, thawed**
1 c pesto, store bought
1/2 c shredded mozzarella
2-3 heirloom tomatoes or 16-20 cherry 
tomatoes
8 oz burrata cheese, whole
Salt & pepper
1 egg whisked for egg wash
1/2 c fresh basil, roughly torn
 Slice tomatoes and place on a plate 
lined with paper towels.  Sprinkle them 
with a bit of salt to allow some of their 
juices to release and prevent your tart 
from getting soggy.  After 10 minutes, pat 
dry.
 Preheat the oven to 400.   Gently 
unfold the sheet of puff pastry onto a sheet 
of parchment paper.  Roll out lightly to 
smooth the creases if necessary, retaining 
the rectangular shape. Use a fork to poke 
holes in the dough and fold up the edges 
slightly to create a bit of a frame for the 
ingredients. 
 Spread the pesto over the pastry, fol-
lowed by the mozzarella.  Slice the burrata 
and arrange over the mozzarella, then the 
sliced tomatoes between the burrata.  
 Slide the parchment paper onto a 
baking sheet, chill the tart for 10-15 min-
utes.   Whisk the egg and brush the 
creased edge of the pastry using a pastry 
brush, then bake for 20 to 25 minutes or 
until golden brown with puffy edges.  Top 
the tart with the shredded basil and serve 
at room temperature.
  *Burrata cheese differs from mozza-
rella in that it has a solid outer layer 
made from fresh mozzarella that is formed 
into a thin hollow pouch which is then 
filled with a mixture of cream and cheese 
curds.  It has a milky, buttery flavor that's 
rich without being too indulgent. 
 **Puff pastry can make or break a 
pie, tart, or gallate.  I've hit on some fool-
proof ways to make the store bought pas-
try come as worthy as all the time you put 
into the recipe itself.  One thing I highly 
encourage you to do is to return your puff 
pastry tart rolled out and on the sheet 
pan, place it into the fridge or freezer for 
15 minutes or so before baking.  The cold 
temperatures firm up the pastry, meaning 
that the butter in the dough will melt 

more slowly.  Slower melting butter 
means that the pastry will hold its shape, 
rather than weeping and becoming mis-
shapen.  All of this coming from me, the 
one who despises baking.  However, if I'm 
going to bake, it has to be challenging and 
I have to have a nervous breakdown doing 
it.  

Whipped Ricotta with 
Hot Honey, Lemon & Herbs

 Ricotta is seeing its day in the sun, 
but for the many of us who dared  to dip 
our fingers into the luscious layer for our 
homemade lasagna, risking salmonella 
from the raw egg, this is what dreams are 
made of.  Hot Honey is something new to 
me but I'm a little late to that party, but  
I’m wasting no time finding ways to use 
the hot and sweet combination, especially 
in salad dressings.  Grab some!
1 c whole milk ricotta 
2 t fresh mint, roughly chopped 
1 t fresh parsley, finely chopped
1/2 t lemon zest
1 T olive, plus more for serving
3 T hot honey
Sea Salt
Fresh ground pepper
1 baguette, sliced
 Place the ricotta in a small mixing 
bowl. Using a hand mixer with a whisk 
attachment or beaters, whisk ricotta for 2 
minutes until smooth and creamy; you 
may see some small lumps but that's fine.  
Place the ricotta in a small serving bowl or 
spread on a shallow plate.
 In a separate bowl, stir together the 
mint, parsley, lemon zest, olive oil, hot 
honey, and salt.  Pour the herb and honey 
mixture on top of the whipped ricotta and 
top with the freshly ground pepper.  Serve 
with grilled crostini brushed with olive oil, 
crackers, pita bread or chips, or veggies.

Jane's Signature Cocktail 
Dark and Stormy Cocktail

 I love when a 
drink has a history 
and is still popular 
today.  That and 
how the dark and 
stormy is made was 
quite fascinating to 
me.  It's said that 
the Goslings family 
made a special rum 
dating back to that 
late 1800's in 
Bermuda, and the 
British sailors made 
ginger beer.  Eventually it was combined 
into one glass and was a huge hit that 
stuck around.  Rumor has it that the cock-
tail got its name from a WWI soldier who 
said it was the "color of a cloud only a fool 
or a dead man would sail under."  Hence, 
the Dark and Stormy.  
  The Goslings are very protective of 
their recipe so their rum and ginger beer 
are included here.  This recipe does, how-
ever, have a simple syrup that is spicy 
with a touch of lime to brighten it up.
For the Spiced Syrup
1/2 c sugar
1 1/2 c water

Please see JANEJANE next page
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by SANDY FLEMING

TTraditional games are struggling! 
You know the ones – board 
games, card games, domino and 
dice games, and so forth. They 

are losing out rapidly to their digital cous-
ins, and they also suffer from a serious 
lack of family priorities. It’s hard to find 
kids who know how to play checkers or 
Rummy, not to mention kids who play 
Hearts, solitaire, Stratego®, and others. 
And it shows! Games have such potential 
to teach valuable skills to kids that it’s a 
shame to overlook them in our rush 
through the busy world.
 One of the most important skills 
games offer is teaching how to slow down 
and interact with other people. Video 
games simply do not do this in the same 
way. When a family or even a few siblings 
or friends gather around a table to play 
cards or other commercial games, magic 
happens. Social skills, like taking turns, 
being kind, and learning about conversa-
tion are all nurtured. Memories are made 
that can last a lifetime. Generations can 
connect more easily across gameboards. 
Kids build attention skills and persever-
ance. They learn to handle both winning 
and losing gracefully. There’s really no 
substitute. 
Aside from valuable social learning, there 
are a host of other skills that games can 
build. Many of them support academic 
learning, but mostly they are important 
skills for simply being a human being. 
Let’s take a look at some of the other ben-
efits right now.

Reading Skills
 Nearly all games have written direc-
tions. Players need to read and compre-
hend them. Try putting your children in 
charge of researching a new game and 
then teaching their family or friends. 
Many games also have penalty and bonus 
cards or spaces. Kids can be motivated to 
read better so they can manage these 
aspects on their own. It’s also possible to 
find strategy suggestions and other infor-
mation about the game in books or on the 
internet. Challenge kids to learn about the 
roots and history of their favorite games. 
 Many early childhood games build 

those critical prereading skills that chil-
dren need for school success. Look for 
games focused on matching colors (like 
Candyland®), counting items (like Hi-Ho 
Cherri-o®) and matching pictures like 
Memory and Old Maid.

Math Skills
 Math skills abound in nearly every 
game. Those that use dice encourage not 
only addition of numbers 1-6, but also pat-
tern recognition and the concept that one 
does not always need to count to know the 
number. This is a critical piece of learning 
for the very young, and we rely on it as 
adults in many situations. We sort of 
internalize the common configurations of 
numbers 2 through 10 from dice, domi-
noes, and cards so we can tell at a glance 
how many items are in that small group. 
Kids who cannot do this end up struggling 
with their basic math facts and also tend 
to have greater challenges with other 
early math skills. 
 Games that require scores be kept 
(like Rummy or Dominoes) help children 
practice and build addition and subtrac-
tion of whole numbers. Remember, in 
many games, players can be “set” or have 
a negative score. Before you know it, even 
your elementary student is gaining a 
hands-on understanding of positive and 
negative numbers that will prepare him or 
her for middle school math dealing with 
signed integers. 
 Dominoes requires valid scores be 
divisible by 5. It’s just a short jump to 
change that divisibility number to 3 or 9 
after kids have all mastered recognition of 
numbers that are divisible by 5. 
Monopoly® encourages modular math 
(each side of the board is 10 spaces, and 
allows children to quickly calculate where 
a roll of 11 or 12 will land around the cor-
ner). And underneath the fun of the game, 
kids are gaining understanding of place 
value as well. 
 Many games use some form of paper 
money. Sometimes you have to decide if 
you have enough money to complete a 
desired task. Guess what? That’s budget-
ing in its infancy. The entire concept of 
“You must have money before spending it” 
escapes some adults, and part of the rea-

son could be a lack of experience with 
these play money games. 
 Many card games require pattern for-
mation and recognition. Some forms of 
Solitaire have players laying red cards on 
black ones in ascending or descending 
order of the card’s value. Early learning 
games like Candyland® and Chutes and 
Ladders® lay the groundwork for these 
skills as well. Sorry®, Parchesi® and their 
kin also support seeing patterns in num-
bers.

Memory
 Nearly all games encourage memory 
skills. They all have rules that have to be 
kept in mind throughout the play period 
to make things fair for everyone. Some 
games are easier to play if you can keep in 
mind which cards or tiles have already 
been played and which are still available 
from the draw pile. Some games encour-
age players to keep hidden cards or other 
items belonging to other players in mind. 
 Other games lend themselves to 
learning details like prices for properties, 
rental fees for hotels, and other details. 
Studies show that memory can be 
improved through use and practice, so 
why not give your kids a leg up on aca-
demic success in this way? It has also 
been shown that even adults can improve 
their memories through practice and use, 
and games provide a perfect avenue for 
this.

Organization, Attention, and 
Other Executive Function Skills

 You’ve likely heard some of these 
terms before but may not realize the 
importance of these skills in school and in 
our daily adult lives. These are all the 
skills that allow us to set goals, plan our 
actions, implement the plans, solve prob-
lems, and evaluate our success. Adults 
who struggle in these areas often have dif-
ficulties holding jobs and maintaining 
healthy relationships. They have trouble 
managing money and doing the tasks of 
daily living. Fortunately, playing games 
can help … a lot!
 By their very nature, games are 
engaging. Fast-moving games, like 
Hungry Hungry Hippos® or Grabbin’ 
Grasshoppers® are great ways to start 

younger kids on the idea that games in 
general are fun. As they grow, they will be 
better able to maintain focus on longer 
and more complex games like Rack-O® 
and Monopoly®. Some games for younger 
children are fun because of anticipation, 
like Don’t Break the Ice® where players 
tap cubes out of a frame and hope the 
entire structure does not fall. A more 
mature version of the game is Jenga® - 
who can add the next piece to the tower 
without collapsing it. These games take 
focused attention for a “big” payoff, and 
are great for helping children with atten-
tion challenges. 
 Some games require organization. Go 
Fish and Backgammon force players to 
keep their cards or pieces organized, or 
they will miss out on important plays. 
Most players learn to organize their play 
money by type when playing games that 
use it. And what is strategy in the whole, 
if not organizing one’s thoughts,  thinking 
the situation through, and making predic-
tions about the outcomes of given moves? 

Low-Cost Fun
 Games offer entertainment on a bud-
get for people of all ages. Decks of cards 
and similar game equipment are extreme-
ly inexpensive, and can provide hours of 
varied types of fun. Best of all, they stay 
with a person long after they are taught. 
Once most games are learned, they stay 
with us for life and only take a quick 
nudge to rise back up to the top of our 
skill sets. So teach all the games you recall 
to your kids. Enjoy the new ones and drag 
out the old favorites regularly. Play 
paper-pencil games like tic-tac-toe and 
boxes with the kids as they are growing 
up. Teach chess and checkers and card 
games. Your kids will make memories, 
and they will see how much games help 
people with learning. Hopefully they will 
teach their own kids how to play, and 
everyone will gain a lifetime of enjoyment!

Sandy Fleming is a writer and private tutor living in 
Edwardsburg. For more information and ideas 
about using games for learning and other ways to 
support students, visit her websites at https://
learningnook.com and https://sandyflemingonline.
com. 
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6 sticks cinnamon, grate 1/4 of one stick 
into the mix
10 whole cloves
10 allspice berries
1/4 t ground allspice
1 vanilla bean, cut in half, seeds scraped 
out
1/2 t fresh grated nutmeg
1/4 c fresh grated ginger
3 oz lime juice
For the Cocktail
2 oz Gosling's Black Seal Rum
4r oz ginger beer
1 oz spiced simple syrup
lime for garnish

 To make the syrup, add the sugar, 
water, and spices to a pot and bring to a 
simmer over medium heat.  When it starts 
to simmer, turn the heat down to low and 
keep simmering for 10-15 minutes or until 
the mixture starts to thicken and coats the 
back of a spoon..  Take it off the heat and 
let it cool.
 When it has cooled a little, strain the 
syrup and discard the spices.  Store the 
syrup in a jar or container until you are 
ready to use it.  Store it in the fridge if it 
will be longer than a day.
To Make The Cocktail
 Add ice to a tall cocktail glass.  First 
add the ginger beer, then pour in the 
spiced syrup.  It should sink to the bottom. 
 Hold a spoon upside down at the top 
of the glass just topping the ginger beer.  
Pour the rum over the spoon slowly and 
the rum will stay at the top and create a 
rum layer.  Serve in layers but stir before 
drinking.

Jane's Imaginary Book Club
After Annie

 Anna Quindlen  is without a doubt, 
one of my favorite writers of all time, 
going back to when I picked up her book A 
Short Guide to a Happy Life in an airport 
gift shop and read it before the plane took 

off.  Okay, it was a 
small book filled 
with inspiring 
thoughts and beau-
tiful photos.  She is, 
however, a very 
gifted writer and 
well worth checking 
out if you haven't 
by now.  This is her 
latest novel and I 
personally could not 
put it down.  Not to 
be an Amazonish 
reviewer in any way, Annie, a beloved wife 
and mother dies suddenly, thrusting her 
family and close friends into grief and con-
fusion, then navigating their way forward 
without her steady, capable hands.  This 
may sound rather depressing but  
Quindlen manages to weave a heartfelt 
and moving story about how some of our 
greatest losses become a catalyst for hope.  
What I especially loved about this book is 
that although we never meet Annie, she 
becomes crystal clear in the thoughts and 
memories of those who loved her.  
Ultimately, it is her voice that moves her 
loved ones forward, the gift she had given 
them, that they had all along.  This is 
such a moving book, and it's also funny 
and warm and I think you need to pick it 
up and get right on that signature cocktail 
thing.  You know the drill.   
 Last month I teased about the book 
club I belonged to.  Now, you have to know 
it isn't your conventional book club where 
you get together once a month to discuss a 
book that everyone either loves or hates, 
and then usually turn to more important 
matters like what’s in the spinach dip, and 
yes, you do have time for maybe just one 
more glass of chardonnay.  But  I do have 
a bookclub of sorts.  We casually  meet 
once a month at a locally owned coffee 
shop about five minutes from my home 
and it's called The Silent Bookclub. You 
bring your own book-whatever you are 
reading at the time, grab a coffee or bever-
age and mingle for a half hour.  You then 

seat yourself, alone or at a table with oth-
ers, and read your book for one hour in 
total silence.  After the hour of reading 
you have another half hour to mingle and 
chat with the group which by then is pret-
ty comfortable because you have books to 
discuss, your love of reading, the concept 
of the book club, and so on. The premise of 
this bookclub- and the many like this that 
are popping up all over -is that we don't 
read enough in this world of business and 
the allure of social media. The founders 
urge that we carry a book with us at all 
times, they are rarely any larger than an 
iPad, and learn to reach for that instead.  
I've learned to relax much more lately by 
not having my phone attached to me all 
day and I find the time to relax and let fic-
tional characters and their lives touch and 
fill my mind instead of chaos, or begin a 
nonfiction book and learn something new 
in science or history- knowledge is in nev-
er-ending quantity.  
 The Silent Bookclub has over 500 
local chapters across the country and has 
received press on Good Morning America, 
The New York Times, CNN, and many 
more outlets.  People are now forming 
groups in coffee shops, bars, and  libraries. 
Some call it their therapy.  Some think of 
it as their most ideal combination of social 
life and like minded people with a love of 
the written word.  For those of you on 
Diamond Lake or any lake or any town, 
check to see if there is a chapter in the 
area by going to http://silentbook.club/
pages/chapter-map  
 So that's a wrap for November and 
2024.  We will be gathering around our 
tables on Thanksgiving, hands covering 
those around us in prayer that this world 
will find peace, love for one another, 
strength to overcome all hardship, and 
relief from all that Mother Earth has 
wrought these past few months from 
Hurricanes Helene and Milton. At the end 
of each column I pen, there is always a lit-
tle bio of me, and mention is made of my 
home in the mountains of North Carolina.  
That little slice of heaven that I so love is 

in the Blue Ridge Mountains of  Asheville, 
NC, and it took a direct hit from 
Hurricane Helene on September 26, 2024, 
in what scientists, geologists and meteorol-
ogists say was the perfect storm.  Search 
and rescue is ongoing at the time I'm writ-
ing this. The death toll in Asheville and 
surrounding communities is over 120, and 
that doesn't come near the number of peo-
ple unaccounted for. Bottled water is 
rationed and there is no running water 
available for toilets or bathing.  People are 
trapped where they were when the hurri-
cane swept in with little if any warning.  
The first and last newscast we saw from a 
local news affiliate showed a reporter 
standing in waist high water in Biltmore 
Village, about three blocks from where we 
live, saying that most buildings, shops and 
restaurants were submerged, trees down, 
roads washed away. Later, those same 
things had washed away as well. Power 
and cell service is still out. We have no 
idea what's left of our home.  But we wait 
like everyone else and we pray for the 
missing and those who are hurt or fighting 
for their lives.  It's 
very hard to search 
out news for NC in 
light of the double 
slam Florida took, 
and all of this occur-
ring so close to a 
presidential election 
and a major conflict 
in the Middle East. 
But if you can, take 
a moment and say a 
prayer for these 
folks.
                            
           Asheville 2020

Jane Boudreau is a writer, blogger and newspa-
per columnist who divides her time between 
Diamond Lake, Chicago and a little place in the 
mountains of North Carolina.  You can reach her 
at blndy9@yahoo.com
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Field TripField Trip

Exclusive PowerFold® option lifts  
decks with the flip of a switch.

Visit your dealer today for a demonstration!Visit your dealer today for a demonstration!

LIFT WITH YOUR FINGER, NOT YOUR BACK

GRASSHOPPERMOWER.COM

• Effortlessly raises FrontMount™  
 DuraMax® decks
• Access to underside of deck
 for easy maintenance
• Shortens length to simplify  
 storage and trailering

Cass Outdoor Power Equipment
62101 M 62
Cassopolis, Mi. 49031
269-445-2231

A sailing adventure toA sailing adventure to

CROATIACROATIA
II

n the northern part of the Adriatic 
Sea east of Italy, a part of the coun-
try of Croatia known as the 
Dalmatian Islands is one of the fin-
est sailing destinations a recre-

ational sailor can find.  Hundreds of 
islands dot the sea surrounded by breath-
taking tableau of mountain ranges and 
ancient cities and towns.  Admittedly, the 
trip might not be for everyone, but if you 

can abide a long plane ride (ours SAS 
flight stopped for a delightful afternoon 
lunch in Copenhagen), a six-hour time dif-
ference and signs in an absolutely incom-
prehensible language, the inhabitants 
(thank God they all speak English) will 
make you feel at home in the first 10 min-
utes!  The sailing is great, the scenery 
amazing, the people friendly and the food 
is very different but very, very good.



Your Summer Fun Center

Enjoy life on the waterfront to the fullest with ShoreStation’s 
complete line of remarkable dock, boat lifts, and canopy equipment. 
Transform the shoreline into your sanctuary of fun and relaxation 
with ShoreStation’s Classic Dock, boasting seemingly limitless 
dock styles, layouts, and accessories. ShoreStation’s reliably fast 
freestanding and permanent boat lifts make launching and lifting 
simple, while also protecting your investment. Three hundred sixty 
degrees of watercraft protection comes in the form of ShoreStation’s 
REVOLUTIONTM Series Canopy and ShoreScreenTM Power Curtain. 

Elevate life on the water, experience the ShoreStation difference.

THE ULTIMATE PACKAGE  
FOR LIFE ON THE SHORELINE

23-1234

PIER PERFECTION INC. · 1105 E. State St. · Cassopolis, MI · 269.233.2222 · PierPerfection.com

Visit Pier Perfection Inc. Today!
PierPerfection.com
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Historic postcards depict rich scenes of area’s past

Historic PostcardsHistoric Postcards

Cassopolis, Michigan

Service and Sales
Specializing in sprinkler pumps

63474 Union Rd.
Vandalia, MI 

Ph: 476-2220
Cell: 506-6108

Carter’s Electric Motors

Now selling live bait

Neighbors
Fred Stein

228-1080
Brazilstein@gmail.com

In this issue of Neighbors, Jerdon Real 
Estate of Dowagiac, owned by Floyd 
Jerdon and his son Tom, have provided 

antique postcards of a few of the many lakes 
in our area.  
 Floyd and his wife Donna started collect-
ing post cards more than 20 years ago, and 
since Jerdon Real Estate specializes in mar-
keting lake property, it was a natural fit that 
Floyd’s interest be directed to the lake cards.  
The collection now numbers many thou-
sands.
 Jerdon has recently used many of his 
postcards featuring the Sister Lakes area in 
a book written by RL Rasmussen.  The book, 
which retails for $19.99, is in its second 
printing by the publisher, Arcadia 
Publishing.
 Among other places, the book may be 
purchased at the Jerdon Real Estate office 
on M-62 West, and at Whistlestop Gifts, 
which is operated by the Dowagiac Chamber 
of Commerce.
 For more information or to get a copy of 
Jerdon’s book, visit the website: www.arcadi-
apublishing.com
 In this edition of Neighbors we have 
selected postcards showing images of various 
places around Cass County.  In future issues, 
we will couple additional cards from one or 
more of the area’s lakes with views of nearby 
communities, lakes and countryside.

269-476-4114
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Historic PostcardsHistoric Postcards

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 

 
   

 

  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

LLaannddssccaappee  DDeessiiggnn  &&  IInnssttaallllaattiioonn  

Guiding the Way to Beautiful Winter Landscapes! 

www.northstarlandscape.net 
 

 

Call to Schedule Your Free Consultation! 
 

15479 US 12 Union, MI 49130
269-641-5995

ashley@unionins.net

Union Insurance Agency
Licensed in Michigan and Indiana
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Historic PostcardsHistoric Postcards

Serving you for 
over 30 years!

NEVER UNDERSOLD!NEVER UNDERSOLD!
We overbought and need to clear the lot.

25 percent off all in-stock anodized aluminum dock 
sections.  Retail  price was $891/section; 25 percent off the 

sale price now $668.  We have over 50 used boat lifts in stock!

We also clean lift covers We also clean lift covers 
 and repair most major lift brands and repair most major lift brands

Lowe CenterLowe Center
60525 Decatur Rd.

Cassopolis, MI 49031

Front Street CrossingFront Street Crossing
227 S. Front Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047

(269) 445-8110
www.CassCOA.org

facebook.com/CassCOA

The Cass County COA has outstanding 
fitness centers at both locations. Each center 
offers a variety of cardiovascular fitness 
machines and weight training equipment as 
well as In-Person and Zoom Fitness Classes. 
Trained instructors provide assistance, advice 
and class instruction to help you meet your 
fitness goals.

Get Fit, Stay Fit

Balance, Stretch & Stability
Cardio Challenge
H.I.L.I.T.

   S.E.A.T.
   Tai Chi
   Yoga

DON'T WORRY, DON'T WORRY, 
BE HAPPYBE HAPPY

Home Watch, Property Checks
Home Managements

Weekly or biweekly checks
Customized plans for every house

Maintenance, repairs, small projects
After each visit you receive an electronic report 

documenting the house check

269-259-1127 jim@infinitymichiana.com infinitymichiana.com



Provided by 
Jonathan Wuepper, Manager

Local History Branch, Cass District Library
jwuepper@cass.lib.mi.us

October is the month during which you should 
report hummingbird sightings from Southwest 
Michigan. These reports help ornithologists 
understand the migrations of our smallest 

birds, and the possibility of finding a species of hum-
mingbird other than our ruby-throated hummingbird 
increases.
 Each year during the last days of September, 
ruby-throated hummingbirds suddenly become much 
more difficult to find in our area, but they still can be 
found in smaller numbers.
 This October there seem to be fewer ruby-throated 
hummingbirds reported locally than average. Perhaps 
this is due to the drought we experienced late this sum-
mer, into September? It may be that lack of water affect-
ed flowers which hummingbirds rely on for nectar, caus-
ing the species to depart earlier than average.
 Adult male ruby-throated hummingbirds depart our 
region beginning in late July. Most have vacated 
Michigan by September although there are always a few 
stragglers. Adult males have the iridescent gorget feath-
ers on their throats. Adult females and hatch-year birds 
of both sexes lack the gorget feathers.
 Adult females depart next followed by the young of 
the year. Hummingbirds do not migrate in flocks. This 
is a generalization in the departure of males, females 
and young of the year. Exceptions occur commonly but 
are less proportionate to the overall ruby-throated hum-
mingbird population.
 As of this writing, the most recent ruby-throated 
hummingbird sighting from Berrien County was one on 
October 13 seen visiting a salvia plant in the yard of 
Johanna Humbert of Galien Township. Another on 
October 4 reported at the home of Leslie Steinberger of 
Lincoln Township, which was photographed.
 On average the last ruby-throated hummingbird 

reported in the autumn from Berrien County occurs 
around October 20. Any hummingbirds observed locally 
after that date should be reported immediately, accom-
panied with photographs if possible, to myself or Allen 
T. Chartier, who studies hummingbird migration. 
Chartier's email is amazilia3@gmail.com.
  Nancy Hourigan of St. Joseph sent in a photograph 
of a green heron taken on October 2 at the Harbor 
Shores Golf Course. Green herons are about one and 
one-half feet in height and look similar to crows when in 

flight, they fly with bowed wingbeats.
 Green herons are common in the eastern US during 
the summer months and migrate to the Gulf Coast, 
south to Mexico, Central and northern South America 
for the winter months.
 On average the last autumn green heron report for 
Berrien County is made around October 5. A few indi-
viduals may linger into late October. Berrien County 
has one winter record of the species, a single individual 
seen in December 1974 in Baroda Township.
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Ruby-throated hummingbirds, Green heron
Nature NotesNature Notes

Left: Ruby-throated hummingbird, likely an individual hatched in 2024, October 3 at the feeder of Leslie 
Steinberger of Lincoln Township.

Right: Green heron on October 2 at Harbor Shores Golf Course. Photo by Nancy Hourigan of St. Joseph.

. 
1 Restrictions apply. See store for details.*Product Price - Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. 
For full warranty details, visit cubcadet. com or see your local dealer. See your local dealer for limited warranty details and information. Certain restrictions apply. Specifications and programs are subject to change without 
notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. † As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3,600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. †† As rated by 
Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE    J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International. ∆ Commercial products are intended for Professional use.

ZT1 50
ZERO-TURN RIDER
• 23 HP†† Kawasaki FR691V
• 50" Fabricated Deck
• Hydro-Gear EZT 2200

ZTX4 48
ZERO-TURN RIDERS
• 24 HP† Kohler KT-Pro 7000
• 48" Fabricated Deck
• Hydro-Gear ZT 3100

STARTING AT:

XT2 LX46
LAWN TRACTOR

• 22 HP† Kohler 7000 HD
• 46" Fabricated Deck
• Tuff Torq® Transmission

XT1 LT42B
LAWN TRACTOR
• 540cc B&S Pro Engine
• 42" Stamped Deck
• Tuff Torq® Transmission

SC500K
SELF-PROPELLED
• 173cc Kohler Engin
• 21" 3-N-1 mowing deck
• High Rear-Wheel Drive

SC300B
SELF-PROPELLED
• 163cc Briggs & Stratton
• 21" 3-N-1 Deck
• Front Wheel Drive STARTING

SCP 100
PUSH MOWER
• 140cc Briggs & Stratto
• 21" 3-N-1 Mowing Deck
• 1.9 bu. dust blocking bag

MUSTANG
GARDEN TILLER
• 208cc Troy-Bil ® Engine
• 18" Tilling Width
• Dual-Direction Tine

STARTING AT:

$3,599*
STARTING AT:

$6,599*
STARTING AT:

$3,299*
STARTING AT:

$2,299*

STARTING AT:

$419*
STARTING AT:

$499*
STARTING AT:

$679*
STARTING AT:

$1,199*

End of year blow-out sale!End of year blow-out sale!



by Jonathan Wuepper
Manager Local History Branch

Cass District Library
145 North Broadway St.

Cassopolis, MI 49031
jwuepper@cass.lib.mi.us

269-357-7823

IIn September, I co-led for the Cass 
District Library, along with Kysha 
Johnson of the Cass County Council 

on Aging, a historical walking tour of 
Cassopolis. One new stop on this tour 
was the Cassopolis Methodist Church at 
213 South Rowland Street, Cassopolis.
 While I was at the church I noticed 
an early photograph of the church build-
ing. What struck me was the lack of trees 
and buildings in the foreground. There 
were less trees and shrubs in said photo 
than there are pictured in a later photo of 
the same building, believed taken around 
1900-1910, depicting the congregation on 
the front steps.
 In the older photo in the lower left 
hand portion, a building with a sign on it 
with "Wagon & Paint Shop" can be seen. 
I searched the Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps of Cassopolis (published 1884-
1930s) hoping to find a Wagon and Paint 
Shop at that location, which would in 
turn help determine the date the photo 
was taken. While I failed to find a wagon 
AND paint shop on the Sanborn maps, I 
did find a wagon and blacksmith shop at 
that location on the May 1899 map. 
Putting all these clues together, I esti-
mate that the first photo, without the 
congregation on the steps, was taken 
during the late 1880s-early 1890s.
 One important fact worth mention-
ing is that the church building depicted 
in the photos was dedicated on November 
22, 1874, 150 years ago this month!
 Here is a brief history of the 

Cassopolis Methodist Church, culled from 
various published sources. The Cassopolis 
Methodists were organized in 1838, ini-
tially meeting in the Cass County 
Courthouse and then schoolhouses. In 
1846 an earlier church building was built 
on same site as the current Methodist 
Church building by Jacob Silver and 
Joshua Loftland. This building was 
reportedly the first church building in the 
village. In 1846 the old building was used 
by both Swedenborgians and the 
Methodists. In 1854 the original building 
was sold to the United Brethren, but they 

were unable to pay for the building and 
in January 1855 Messrs. Lofland and 
Shanafelt presented it to the Methodists.
 Newspaper records show the 
Cassopolis Methodists worshiped in the 
old building until March 29, 1874 when 
they sold it to a Cassopolis (in early 
April) merchant and it was moved off 
site. 
 The current Methodist Church of 
Cassopolis was constructed between April 
and November 1874 at a cost of approxi-
mately $8000 (adjusting for inflation, 
$220,000+ in 2024). Multiple sources say 

that during the construction of the build-
ing, no Methodist services were conduct-
ed in Cassopolis. The current Cassopolis 
Methodist Church building was dedicated 
on Sunday, November 22, 1874. 
Unfortunately, the issues of the 
Cassopolis newspapers (Cassopolis 
Vigilant and National Democrat) cover-
ing the months of construction and 
church dedication are lost. There have 
been at least two additions to the build-
ing since 1874.

Cassopolis Methodist Church history
Local HistoryLocal History
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Top Left: Enlarged portion of 
the circa 1880s-1890s photo, 
showing the sign for a 
"Wagon & Paint Shop" to the 
northeast of the church

Right: Methodist Episcopal 
(ME) Church of Cassopolis, 

built April-
November 
1874 and 

dedicated 
November 

22, 1874. 
This photo 

likely dates 
from the 
1880s or 

1890s. 
Courtesy of 

the 
Cassopolis 
Methodist 

Church.

Bottom 
Left: ME Church of Cassopolis with the 
congregation on front steps. Taken circa 1900-1910. 
Courtesy of the Cassopolis Methodist Church.

Winterize NOW!
Beat the freeze and schedule

 to get your boat and pwc’s

 in for winterization, service,

 shrink wrap & storage

First time customers will receive 

$100 off pontoon shrink wrap

or

$50 off pwc shrink wrap

call or text us

@ 269.663.8424

or stop in 

70440 m-62

edwardsburg, mi 49112

to get scheduled today

thank you for another

 awesome summer!
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Boats, Marinas, Piers, Sports
Eagle Lake Marine ....................... 9 ............................................................................699-5103

http://www.eaglelakemarine.com
Krupps Powersports ..................... 13 ..........................................................................663-8424

http://www.kruppspowersports.com
O'Donnell's Docks ........................ 11 ..........................................................................244-1446

http://www.odonnellsdocks.com
Pier Perfection .............................. 2, 8 .......................................................................233-2222

http://www.pierperfection.com
Pro Dock ....................................... 14 ..........................................................................447-4796

http://www.prodock.com
Construction, Home Improvement & Repair

BLT Mechanical ............................ 9 ............................................................................ 476-4114
Carter Motors ................................ 9 ............................................................................476-2220
Cass Outdoor ............................... 7, 12 .....................................................................445-2231
Hearth & Home ............................ 14 .................................................................  800-769-3031

http://www.hearthandhome-sb.com
Imperial Furniture ......................... 14 ...................................................................800-884-5020

http://www.imperialfurnituredowagiac.com
Infinity Home Services ................. 11 .......................................................................... 259-1127

http://www.infinitymichiana.com
Sun and Shade Awnings ............. 9 ............................................................................244-5307

http://www.sunandshadeawnings.com

Food, Restaurants, Markets
Hardings........................................ 9 ............................................................................445-2607
Jake’s Country Meats .................. 4 ............................................................................445-3020

http://www.jakescountrymeats.com 

Lawn/Landscaping
JL Landscaping ............................ 8 .............................................................................445-2111

http://www.jlandscapingsite.com
New Leaf Landscaping ................ 9 ............................................................................462-0966

http://www.newleaflandscapesmichigan.com
Northstar Landscaping ................. 10 ..........................................................................445-9100

http://www.northstarlandscape.net

Medical/Health
Cass COA ..................................... 11 .........................................................................  445-8110

http://www.casscoa.org
Cass Medical Care Facility .......... 2 ............................................................................445-3801

http://www.ccmcf.org

 Real Estate 
Jan Lazzara Team ........................ 3 .....................................................................574-532-8001

http://www.janlazzara.com
Jerdon Real Estate ...................... 9 ............................................................................782-4000

http://www.jerdon.net
Lake Life Realty Group ................ 16 ..........................................................................445-8877

http://www.thelakelife.com
Michigan Lakes Team .................. 15 ..........................................................................663-7700

http://www.michiganlakesteam.com
Misc.

Elk Park Feed Store ..................... 9 ............................................................................476-1775
Kemner Iott Benz Insurance ........ 10 ..........................................................................445-2425

http://www.kemneriott.com
Union Insurance ........................... 4 ............................................................................641-5995

http://www.unionsins.net
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The Last WordThe Last Word by PHIL VITALE
aka SAILORPHIL

(574) 286-9050

Mj.scott@comcast.net

Also Licensed in Indiana

Broker/ Owner

(269) 462-0783
Kellymichiganlakes @

gmail.com
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PettersonProperties @
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(269) 462-5758
Haleymichiganlakes @ 
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gmail.com
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(574) 904-1213
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gmail.com
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gmail.com

Michelle 
Scott Managing Broker

(Sister Lakes)

Kelly Smit
Managing Broker

(Sister Lakes)
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www.MichiganLakesTeam.com

Memories Made On The Lake Will Last A Lifetime        
FREE Waterfront Property
Market Analysis and see

how our Chicago Marketing
Plan benefits YOU

Superior Digitalized Marketing
to Chicago for our Sellers and
Invaluable Information for our

Buyers

Agents that specialize in
waterfront properties on

120+ lakes here in
Southwest, MI

Call (269) 663-7700

The woolly things I wonder whilst I wander
ometimes the most unusual 
things pop into my head when 
I'm walking.  Yesterday as I 
trudged along Walnut Street 
near my home, I was in a men-
tal la-la land, deep in thought 
(when you walk for two or 
three hours a day without a 
cell phone you actually get a 

chance to think instead of responding to texts and 
Facebook postings).  Anyway, that day I was thinking 
about a variety of serious topics, like "could analysis be 
worthwhile and is the theater really dead" (thanks 
Simon and Garfunkel), and contrasting those worries 
against a mind-numbing comparison of the mediocrity of 
college football rankings to the doubtful but ubiquitous 
polls claiming to know which candidate is going to win 
at the polls in November, and even entertaining and 
some slightly more dark notions like the health-related 
benefits of walking daily and whether my seven-mile-a-
day hike will kill me or make me stronger (thanks 
Friedrich Nietzsche), when I was startled out of my rev-
erie by a flamboyantly colored root-beer-brown and ebo-
ny-black woolly worm creeping its way across the 
asphalt of Walnut Street right in front of me.  
 Normally a creepy, snake-like beastie slithering 
across my path would produce ikky shivers down my 
spine, but this time that woolly worm bouncing its soft, 
undulating cadence its 11 million tiny legs produced as 
it silently slid over the pavement was actually kind of 
soothing to my psyche, and I stepped aside to let it pass 
... but it put me  into a state of deep contemplation.
 I remember wondering at the time about that wool-
ly worm, about why it was crossing the road at that par-
ticular moment, whether it had knowledge of the book 
Bridge of San Luis Rey (pretty wild Thornton), and how 
it got to be there.   Was Mr. Worm moving just to be 
moving or was it contemplating its steps as was I?  Is a 
woolly worm even capable of counting, or contemplating 
in the first place?  If so, what might be the abiding con-
cerns of woolly-worm-world that prompted it to act like 
a chicken and cross that road, especially knowing 
(assuming a woolly worm can know things) that woolly 
worms might be seen as a tempting delicacy, a teasing 
and tasty morsel to passing crows, raccoons or a dozen 

other potential hungry predators that might be hunting 
overhead (to a woolly worm, I'm guessing most every-
thing is over its head both in a literal and a figurative 
sense)? Was it possible, I wondered as I left the wee 
beastie in my wake, that a woolly worm might be even 
deeper in thought than I?  Could it be considering its 
own life choices and its past mistakes, or musing on its 
ultimate mortality?  Might it be worrying about storms 
and climate change, and considering that since "winter 
is coming" (oh God, not a Game of Thrones reference, 
please) could it be worried how its entire species was 
going to survive the coming freeze?  
 I wondered if woolly worms will worry (say that 
aloud three times fast) or was it just woolly worming its 
merry way across Walnut Street, unaware of the philo-
sophical meanderings of my mid-exercise, endor-
phin-stimulated deep ruminations as I walked?
 I wondered where woolly worms live, what kind of 
habitat they inhabit, what they eat, how they reproduce, 
and if they love and care for their baby woolly worms.
 I wondered if woolly worms are sentient and capa-
ble of thinking deep thoughts, or if they are even self 
aware.  I wondered if woolly worms could be capable of 
learning or if they are mere creatures of instinct and 
habit (I know a lot of people, particularly politicians, 
who fall into that category).  
 I wondered if woolly worms can create works of art 
and literature, ponder complex mathematical computa-
tions, or resolve paradoxes and puzzles.
 I wondered if woolly worms can see the sun and the 
moon and the stars, or if they even have eyes, and if 
they do, can they point them up toward the sky or do 
they just look down at Walnut Street as they cross; can 
they discern the trails of other, earlier woolly worms 
that preceded them and found safe passage across 
Walnut Street to the lush fields of woolly worm sanctu-
ary on the other side of the road.
 I wondered if woolly worms are aware of their place 
in the cosmos, if they know they exist in space and time, 
and if they are satisfied with their cosmic lot.
 I wondered if woolly worms are aware of the pas-
sage of human beings like me that might be stepping 
over (as opposed to on) them as both species make their 
separate ways along or across Walnut Street.
 I wondered if woolly worms have a culture or a gov-

ernment, and if they are all equal, with some being 
more equal than others (thanks George Orwell).
 I wondered if woolly worms can learn, and if they 
can pass their worm-lore on from generation to genera-
tion for the ultimate benefit of wormdom as a whole.
 I wondered if woolly worms might have any say in 
determining the size, shape and color of the woolly 
bands of worm-fur that give them their distinctive looks, 
or whether they know humans waste hours and count-
less gallons of ink in Old Farmer's Almanacs and silly 
newspaper editorials theorizing and postulating that the 
size and color of their distinctive bands of wool are fore-
casters of the type and severity of a coming winter.
 Suddenly, a clap of thunder in the distance broke 
my wondering as I wandered, and I hastened my pace, 
hoping to beat the rain to my home.
 But the woolly worm wasn't done with me just yet.
 Considering the incoming weather, I wondered why 
I hadn't even considered how rain might affect a woolly 
worm.  Does their fantastically patterned fur shed the 
raindrops and keep them warm dry and sheltered from 
the storm (thanks Bob Dylan)?  Can their tiny legs and 
feet paddle them across the inevitable mud puddles in a 
woolly-worm-rendition of a mud-puddle dog paddle?
 And I wondered if that woolly worm was just going 
to get wet on Walnut Street, drown in a puddle, or, more 
likely, whether the last thing to go through its mind 
before it died that day was going to be a random, worn 
steel-belted Michelin radial on a rusty old Chevy pickup 
as a worm-oblivious, bored-to-tears deer hunter quit his 
deer blind early and blindly sped toward happy hour. 
 Then a raindrop wetted on my forehead, and I won-
dered why the hell I was wondering and worrying so 
much about those stupid woolly worms anyway.  
 I was three miles from home, about to get a thor-
ough soaking, and instead of walking faster or at least 
deciding what to write about in the next "Last Word" 
column for Neighbors, I was instead wasting my time 
worrying about a stupid, creepy caterpillar in the road.
 Sometimes the most unusual things pop into my 
head when I'm walking.  Yesterday I worried about 
woolly worms.  Today I'm thinking about being happy. 
 Happy it's not raining, happy to be home for happy 
hour, and considering all that they have to worry about, 
I'm especially happy that I'm not a woolly worm.

SS



Sell
with Paul

Buy
with Peggy and Matt

Information provided by the Southwest Michigan Association of Realtors, with respect to sales of inland lake properties in Cass, Berrien, St Joseph Counties, MI, from 1.1.12 to 6.30.24. 
When an agent represents the buyer and seller, 200% credit is granted.  Results are for individual Realtors and exclude Realtors that group results through a team.

Exclusively serving
S E L L E R S  and   B U Y E R S

of Michigan lake property.

As Southwest Michigan’s number one lake property Realtor
since 2012, Paul DeLano employs a proven digital marketing 

system that targets Chicago and local buyers. He has expertise in 
evaluating the best offer for your home in today’s unique market, 

while generating the highest return on your investment.

With extensive knowledge of Southwest Michigan’s lakes
and lake communities, and having the network and the know-how 
to position your offer above the competition, Peggy Gonyon and 

Matt DeLano specialize in one area of realty:
they only serve lake home buyers.

thelakelife.com
69150 SU N S E T B LV D   U N I O N , M I  49130

Paul DeLano
broker / owner

269.445.8877
paul@thelakelife.com

Peggy Gonyon
lakefront buyer agent

269.445.8876
peggy@thelakelife.com

Matt DeLano
lakefront buyer agent

269.445.8872
matt@thelakelife.com


